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WSO 2026-2027
CONCERT SEASON

APRIL 29 
•Season Launch
•Renewals open and concert packages available

JUNE 1 
•Renewal deadline for season ticket holders  

Renew by this date to save your favourite seat!

JULY 8 
•Single tickets on sale
•Choose Your Own Packages available

SEPTEMBER 26 & 27, 2026
Opening Weekend

WINDSORSYMPHONY.COM
YOUR CITY. YOUR SYMPHONY.
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When you attend a WSO event or program, you enter an area where filming, photography, audio, and 
video recording may take place by authorized personnel. With this notice you have been informed of 
your consent, waiver of liability, and release before entering this event. Please inform theatre staff if you 
have a concern. Please note that any recording of performances, either through video or photography, is 
prohibited. A reminder that mobile phones should be silenced.
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As this season draws toward its final months, I am struck    
 by how quickly the time has passed—and by how 

much we have shared together. On behalf of the Board 
of Directors, I am proud to say that the WSO continues 
to flourish artistically and organizationally, thanks to the 
remarkable dedication of our musicians, staff, volunteers, 
and the steadfast support of our patrons, donors, and 
sponsors. 

This season has also been one of reflection and transition. The loss of our beloved 
Music Director, Maestro Robert Franz, has been felt deeply across our orchestra and 
our community. His artistic leadership and passion continue to inspire us, and we 
remain committed to honouring his legacy through excellence on our stage. 

There is still much to look forward to in the weeks ahead. The remainder of the 
season features an exciting lineup of concerts led by dynamic guest conductors 
and extraordinary guest artists. 

At the same time, we are well underway in our search for the WSO’s next 
Music Director. I am pleased to share that this process is progressing thoughtfully 
and positively, guided by collaboration, care, and an unwavering commitment 
to the future of the orchestra. This moment of transition is one filled with optimism 
and artistic possibility. 

We are also actively shaping plans for the upcoming season and look for-
ward to sharing a program that reflects both our artistic ambition and the passion 
of our community for great music. 

Thank you for being an essential part of the WSO’s journey—by attending 
our concerts, by supporting us generously, and by believing in the power of live 
orchestral music.
Sincerely, 

Kyle Kootstra, Board President, Windsor Symphony Orchestra

A Message from Board President
Kyle Kootstra 

We acknowledge that our concert is taking place on the traditional territo-
ry of the Anishinaabe. Many nations have cared for this land since its earli-
est days: the Wendat, the Haudanousaunee Nations and through the Three 

Fires Confederacy — the Ojibwa, the Odawa and the Potawatomi Nations. We are honoured to be hosted on 
Wawiiatanong, what is now known as the Windsor-Essex region along the straits of Detroit, and acknowledge their 
enduring presence on this land. The Windsor Symphony Orchestra is committed to honouring Indigenous history and 
culture while moving forward towards mutual respect, reciprocity and responsibility. We know that reconciliation is 
not a single act or a moment in time — it is a journey that begins with listening, acknowledging, and honoring the truth. 

Land AcknowledgementLand Acknowledgement
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GREAT LAKES CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 2026

An elegant and uplifting program pairing classical poise 
with folk-inspired melodies that evoke cultural exchange 

and shared heritage.

The Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival brings together the world’s 
finest musicians to offer extraordinary musical performances.

ONE NIGHT ONLY!

WINDSORSYMPHONY.COM

TICKETS $35

CLASSICAL FORM MEETS FOLK RHYTHM

7:00pm•Capitol Theatre, Windsor
THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026

RHYTHMS
PLACEOF

Concert sponsored by The Morris and Beverly Baker Foundation
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Board & Administration
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Kyle Kootstra, CFA

PRESIDENT
Deborah Severs, LLB

PAST PRESIDENT 
Greg Turner, CA

TREASURER
Andy Gesner

SECRETARY 
Alycia Sennema

MEMBER AT LARGE

DIRECTORS
Lynn Baker
Mike Clark
Nicole D’hondt

WSO GUILD REPRESENTATIVE

Henry (Hank) Dupuis
Ashley Harmon
Jennifer McKim, LLB
Dr. Ken Montgomery, PhD
Terry Roman
Shane Sylvestre
Lee Watson

EX-OFFICIO
Patti Lauzon

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MUSICIANS’ REPRESENTATIVE
Margaret Gillie

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
The late Eleanor Finn
Alastair Fleming
The late Joseph Huber
Barb Kuker
Kathleen McCrone
Morris Sager
Stephen Savage
The late Herb Stammler
The late Arthur and Madelyn 

Weingarden

ADMINISTRATION
Patti Lauzon

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Liesel Deppe

FINANCE DIRECTOR
Faith Scholfield

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
Rebecca Ng

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH MANAGER

Barbara Malmberg
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT

Alexandra Meloche
PERSONNEL MANAGER

Zachary Senick
LIBRARIAN

Tom Rosser-Davies
PRODUCTION & DIGITAL 
MANAGER

Monica Bunde
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

Lauren Holmes
MARKETING COORDINATOR

Ellie Hastings
PATRON SERVICES 
COORDINATOR & GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER

Julia Galli
CAPITOL THEATRE MANAGER

Gayle Allen
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Nadia Gill
CAPITOL & COMMUNITY 
COORDINATOR

Eric Tulp
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

Noah Ball
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT

Robert Franz (2013-2025)
MUSIC DIRECTOR

ARTISTIC
Geoffrey Larson

RESIDENT CONDUCTOR
Dr. Bruce J.G. Kotowich

CHORUS MASTER

Susan McKee
PRESIDENT

Faith Anderson 
PAST PRESIDENT

Ryoko Onuki
VICE PRESIDENT

Maria Kelly 
TREASURER

Lynn Atkinson
SECRETARY

WSO GUILD OFFICERS

Nicole D'hondt
PRESIDENT

Michelle Scott
1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Margaret Catroppa
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Ana Maria Caruso
PAST PRESIDENT

Mary Jeanne Peters
TREASURER

Marilyn Stecher
SECRETARY

WSO CHORUS EXECUTIVE

James Sommerville
ARTISTIC ADVISOR
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VIOLIN
Lillian Scheirich

CONCERTMASTER*
Chair endowed by the Morris & 
Beverly Baker Foundation

Konstantin Popović
ASSISTANT
CONCERTMASTER* 

Émilie Paré
PRINCIPAL SECOND VIOLIN* 

Michèle Dumoulin
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
SECOND VIOLIN* 

Ewa Uziel* 
Min Xie* 
Weihong Wang* 
Suhashini Arulanandam 
Andrew Bensler  
Natasha Penny 
Vera Sherwood  

VIOLA 
Roman Kosarev

PRINCIPAL VIOLA* 
Chair endowed by the Kuker Family 

Nicholas Penny
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL VIOLA* 

Pola Luboniecka* 
Martina Smazal

CELLO  
Andrew McIntosh

PRINCIPAL CELLO* 
Chair endowed in memory of 
Alessandro P. Toldo

Sonya Nanos Hodgson
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CELLO*  

Peter Wiebe*  
Jacob MacDonald  

DOUBLE BASS 
Gregory Sheldon

PRINCIPAL BASS* 
Marilyn Fung 
Reuven Rothman  

FLUTE 
Jean-François Rompré

PRINCIPAL FLUTE* 
Liesel Deppe 

OBOE  
Graham Mackenzie

PRINCIPAL OBOE*  
Faith Scholfield  

CLARINET  
Graham Lord

PRINCIPAL CLARINET*  
Margaret Gillie  

BASSOON  
Thomas Roy-Rochette

PRINCIPAL BASSOON* 
Julie Shier  

HORN  
Iris Krizmanic

PRINCIPAL HORN* 
Tamara Kosinski 
Timothy Lockwood 
Nicole Alexander  

TRUMPET  
Ross Turner

PRINCIPAL TRUMPET  
Philip Séguin 

TROMBONE  
Benjamin Storm

PRINCIPAL TROMBONE 
Corey Fitzpatrick 
Michael Stone  

PERCUSSION  
Julian Jeun

PRINCIPAL PERCUSSION 
Timothy Francom  

TIMPANI 
Jacob Mannion  

*Education & Community 
  Outreach Musician (ECO)

Robert Franz, Music Director (2013-2025)
James Sommerville, Artistic Advisor

Geoffrey Larson, Resident Conductor
Dr. Bruce J.G. Kotowich, Chorus Master
John Morris Russell, Conductor Laureate
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JAMES SOMMERVILLE
ARTISTIC ADVISOR

James Sommerville’s multi-faceted 
career has graced the great stages 

of the world for over 40 years. He led 
the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra 
to great acclaim in his seven sea-
sons as Music Director and has 
conducted innumerable professional 
ensembles across the globe. Recent 
appearances include the Okanagan, 
Fort Wayne, Toronto, and Québec 
Symphony Orchestras. Internationally, 
Sommerville has been conductor of 
the US National Brass Ensemble in 
concert and on their award-winning 
CDs. He regularly commissions new 
works from Canadian and internation-
al composers. 

Sommerville was Principal Horn of 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra for 25 
years, capping an orchestral career 
that included seasons with the Toronto 
and Montreal Symphony Orchestras, 
the COC Orchestra, and many others. 
The winner of the highest prizes at the 
Munich, Toulon and CBC solo com-
petitions, Sommerville appeared as a 
soloist with major orchestras throughout 
the Americas, Europe, and Asia.  A 
JUNO Award winner for his recording 
of the Mozart Horn Concertos, he is 
heard regularly on the CBC network 
and has recorded all the standard solo 
horn repertoire for broadcast. 
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GEOFFREY 
LARSON
RESIDENT CONDUCTOR

Geoffrey Larson serves as WSO Resident 
Conductor and Music Director of the Seattle 

Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra. He is a cover 
conductor for the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, 
and previously served as Assistant Conductor and 

Chorus Master of Berkshire Opera Festival for eight seasons of productions in 
Massachusetts and New York City.

Geoffrey was awarded second prize in the 2021 International Orchestral 
Conducting Competition “UAL” in Spain, and has conducted orchestras such as the 
Spokane Symphony, South Bend Symphony, Bainbridge Symphony, Northwest Mahler 
Festival, Karlovy Vary Symphony Orchestra (Czech Republic), and Pleven Philharmonic 
(Bulgaria). Passionate about the music of our time, Geoffrey has collaborated with com-
posers such as Gabriel Prokofiev, Anthony Davis, Anna Clyne, and Reza Vali. 

Geoffrey is a doctoral candidate at the Indiana University Jacobs School of 
Music, where he served as Assistant Conductor of IU Opera and Ballet Theatre. He 
counts Arthur Fagen, Walter Huff, David Neely, Thomas Wilkins, Robert Page, and 
George Hurst among his teachers in conducting. 

DR. BRUCE J.G.
KOTOWICH
CHORUS MASTER

Dr. Bruce J. G. Kotowich, DMA, is the Interim 
Director of School of Creative Arts (SoCA) and 

an Associate Professor of Music-Director of Choral 
Activities at the University of Windsor. He directs the 
University of Windsor Chamber Choir and USingers 

and teaches courses in choral techniques. He currently serves as the Chorus 
Master for the Windsor Symphony Orchestra Chorus and the Artistic Director of the 
Windsor Classic Chorale.  

Dr. Kotowich completed his Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral Conducting 
and Masters of Music in Conducting at the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music. He received his Associateship of Music in Vocal 
Performance from the Royal Conservatory of Music, Toronto. 

His choirs have performed throughout North America, Europe, and China, 
including a group of Windsor Essex choristers at Carnegie Hall, New York. 
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WSO IN YOUR COMMUNITY

CREATING A CONCERTMASTER   
LILLIAN SCHEIRICH & THE MUSICAL MYSTERY 
OF BOCCHERINI’S VIOLIN CONCERTO

Lillian Scheirich has been the 
Concertmaster of the Windsor 

Symphony Orchestra for more than 
35 years. She knows her sheet music, 
having marked up countless manu-
scripts with the bowings for the orches-
tra’s strings section. She also knows her 
music history. 

So, it struck her as quite strange that 
while she was researching and sourcing 
the sheet music for her featured perfor-
mance of Concerto for Violin in D Major 
by Luigi Boccherini (1743-1805) which 
takes place March 12 and 13 as part of 
the WSO’s OnStage and Café series, she 
came across some peculiar goings-on, 

a Classical-period mystery as it were: a 
rivalry between two composers that calls 
the very creation and provenance of the 
Boccherini concerto into question. 

It was late WSO Music Director, 
Maestro Robert Franz, who first ap-
proached Lillian about what piece she 
would like to play for the performance. 
She was familiar with Boccherini’s 
cello concertos but was intrigued by 
this lone violin concerto she had never 
heard before. The instrumentation — 
two flutes, two oboes, two horns, and 
complete strings — was perfect for the 
more intimate setting of the OnStage 
and Café series. The sheet music was 
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hard to find, but she eventually tracked 
it down through a music publisher in 
Germany. But, strangely, Concerto 
for Violin in D Major wasn’t listed 
under Boccherini’s repertoire. In fact, 
Boccherini hadn’t written any violin 
concertos at all! 

She discovered the concerto had 
actually been written by Czech com-
poser Franz Xavier Pokorny (1729-
1794), a less famous contemporary of 
Boccherini. 

CLASSIC RIVALRY 

When Pokorny died, one of his ri-
vals, a composer by the name of 

Theodor von Schacht, erased Pokorny’s 
name from every manuscript he could 
find and replaced it with the names of 
other people,” Lillian explained. “And 
one of the names he replaced it with 
was Boccherini.” 

There is no indication as to why von 
Schacht didn’t replace Pokorny’s name 
with his own, but at the root of it, Lillian 
figures, there must be jealousy. 

“Maybe von Schacht wasn’t that 
talented and people would have known 
he was not the composer. But he didn’t 
want (Pokorny) to get credit for anything,” 
she said. “I listened to some of Pokorny’s 
flute concertos and they sound similar, so 
it makes sense. I believe Pokorny could 
have written the piece.”

In preparation for the performance 
Lillian rewrote the cadenzas — the per-
sonalized solo passages that allow the 
performers to showcase their technique 
and interpretive vision — because the 
ones she received seemed to be from a 
different period. 

“They were Romantic cadenzas,” 
she said. “They didn’t suit the piece, so I 
just wrote my own music there. You get 
to put your own stamp on it.”

Despite all the intrigue, in the end it 
was just the music, the beautiful melo-
dies, that drew Lillian to Concerto for 
Violin in D Major.

“The cadenzas didn’t match, the 
composers didn’t match, nothing 
added up in this piece,” she laughed. 
“But it’s pretty. It sounds like Mozart, 

Concertmaster Lillian Scheirich and Assistant Concertmaster Konstantin Popović performing at 
the Capitol Theatre. 

"
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it sounds like Schubert. I’m really excit-
ed about it. It’s cool to do something 
different. I don’t think it’s ever been 
done (in Windsor).”

THE EARLY YEARS

Lillian’s career with the WSO goes 
all the way back to 1980, when she 

was a high school student. It was a 
paying gig at a time when not all of the 
musicians were paid. After four years 
she left Windsor to attend the Eastman 
School of Music at the University of 
Rochester in New York. While she was 
away at university the WSO became 
a fully professional orchestra under 
conductor Dwight Bennett. Upon grad-
uation she auditioned and earned her 
spot, returning to Windsor in 1989 as 
Assistant Concertmaster. When Susan 
Haig took over, Lillian was appointed 
Concertmaster in 1991. 

But her musical education began 
years earlier, across the border in 
Detroit, studying violin and piano eve-
nings and weekends at the now defunct 
Detroit Community Music School.  

“It was a wonderful place where 
I would go three times a week and it 
was lessons in chamber music, theory, 
music history, and orchestra, and it 
had scholarships and financial aid 
packages so that my parents could 
afford it,” she recounted. “I was really 
very lucky. I was there for thirteen 
years concurrent with going to regular 
school here in Windsor.” 

PIVOTAL OPPORTUNITIES

Continued hard work earned 
Lillian a spot at the prestigious 

Mozarteum International Summer 
Academy. She travelled with her 
mother to Salzburg, Austria, for the 
two-week study period. She was just 
14 years old and meeting all the other 
students, of all ages, from all over the 
world, opened her eyes to what it was 
possible to achieve as a musician. 

Her mother passed away shortly 
after the momentous trip to Salzburg 
and it was in that period that Lillian 
made a decision: she was going to 
pursue this path. 

The WSO in 1991 with Lillian Scheirich in her first year as Concertmaster.

LILLIAN 
SCHEIRICH

Sales – Rentals – Repairs – Lessons – Online Shopping

1801 Walker Rd
(519) 252-3442

Where the Music Begins
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She picked up the viola in high 
school because everyone else was 
playing violin. The less popular viola, 
though very similar to the violin, is 
played in the alto clef (or C-clef) and 
was very useful for playing chamber 
music. The versatility also allowed her 
to perform with the older students. 
When it came time to move to upstate 
New York to attend the Eastman School 
of Music, her father was not thrilled 
about her moving away. But Lillian, 
herself now a mother of three adult 
children (two sons and a daughter) 
understands her father’s hesitance and 
fears. It was only after a family friend 
explained to her father what a tre-
mendous opportunity this was that he 
warmed to the idea. 

“I knew he was proud of me after-
wards,” Lillian said, recalling this pivotal 
time. “It just took him some time to come 
around. My dad was great in the fact that 
he just let me pursue the course I was on.”

PASSING IT ON

Outside of her duties as 
Concertmaster — which include, 

amongst many other things, leading the 
strings section, providing the bowings 
for the other string players, being a 
liaison between the orchestra and the 
conductor, and, currently, serving on 
the search committee for the WSO’s 
new conductor — Lillian passes on the 
gift of music through teaching, both 
private lessons and at the University of 
Windsor. She knows the value of young 
musicians learning to work and play to-
gether as she has been the beneficiary 
of mentorship and musical community 
throughout her career. 

“When you are surrounded by 
people who are better than you are, it 
makes you work harder. You don’t want 
to become complacent. You always 
want to be around people who make 
you better and make you work for it.” 

Sales – Rentals – Repairs – Lessons – Online Shopping

1801 Walker Rd
(519) 252-3442

Where the Music Begins
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Timothy 
Lockwood
FRENCH HORN
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Your WSO

How did you get started on your 
instrument? 
I started on horn, just like most wind 
players, in elementary school. I actual-
ly wanted to play saxophone, but my 
mother talked my music teacher into 
offering me the French Horn as I had 
some choir background. I then saw 
a TV show with John Williams con-
ducting the soundtrack to Superman, 
and 10 horns in the orchestra, I was 
hooked! I am indebted to my elemen-
tary and high school music teachers 
who encouraged me, and gave me 
every opportunity to become the 
musician I am. 

What is something significant 
about your instrument? 
My horn is handmade by a company in 
the UK called Paxman. I got it just after 
my middle son was born, so I always 
know how old it is — 24 years old this 
month. I've tried other horns over the 
years but keep coming back to this horn 
for its rich sound.

What is your favourite WSO 
moment?
Having the birth of my middle son 
announced from the stage by John 
Morris Russell during a concert that was 
being broadcast by CBC. Both mom 

and son were doing well in the hospital 
in London. I played the rehearsal the 
day before, got a call to come home, 
Andrew was born that night. I was able 
to get a few hours sleep, then drove 
back to Windsor the next day to play 
the concert. 

What is your concert routine?
Before every concert, I always get a 
good warmup in, and make sure I've 
eaten something, fueling for the con-
cert. Most importantly, during our war-
mup onstage, I make sure I get through 
a few breathing exercises to help centre 
things before performing. Post concert 
is where we get a chance to socialize 
and debrief on how the concert went. 
Many of us come from out of town and 
we've been playing together for de-
cades, so it really feels like family when 
we're with the WSO.

An interesting fact about yourself! 
My first ever professional experience 
was with the WSO in the fall of 1988. I 
was just starting my degree at Western 
in London, and my teacher gave my 
name to replace her for a concert that 
we played at Devonshire Mall. And I've 
been playing with the WSO ever since, 
my home away from home.

TIMOTHY LOCKWOOD
FRENCH HORN
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ONSTAGE SERIES
THE MORRIS & BEVERLY BAKER FOUNDATION CAFÉ SERIES

Lillian Plays  
Boccherini
Thursday, March 12, 2026  |  7:30pm
Friday, March 13, 2026  |  11:00am
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Dinuk Wijeratne

Franz Xavier Pokorny
Originally attributed to  
Luigi Boccherini

José Evangelista

A Letter from the Afterlife
from Two Pops Songs on Antique Poems

Concerto in D Major for Violin & Orchestra 

Airs d'Espagne

Geoffrey Larson, conductor
Lillian Scheirich, violin

Food Sponsor

ONSTAGE CONCERT SERIES

Cocktail & Beverage SponsorSeries Sponsor
Anonymous

CAFÉ CONCERT SERIES

Food & Beverage Sponsor

Downtown Locations

Series Sponsor
The Morris & Beverly 
Baker Foundation

Concert Sponsor
The Kuker 

Family
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LILLIAN SCHEIRICH
VIOLIN

Originally from Windsor, Lillian 
Scheirich began her music studies at 

the Detroit Community Music School as 
well as completing summer studies at the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. She was 
a scholarship recipient to the Eastman 
School of Music (Rochester, New York), 
studying violin with Gerardo Ribeiro and 
the late Catherine Tait, and piano with the 
late Emily Davis Vanderpool, completing 
degrees in both Violin Performance and 
Music Education.

Lillian has taught violin at Western 
University (London, Ontario) and cur-
rently at the University of Windsor, as 
well as maintaining a violin and piano 
studio in her home. She has participat-
ed in music festivals in Ontario and in 
the USA as well as having adjudicated 
competitions across Canada and in 
Michigan including the Orchestral 
Category of the JUNO Awards and the 
Orford String Quartet Award given by 
the Ontario Arts Council.

Lillian has recorded three chamber 
music CDs of the works of Waghalter, 

de la Presle and de la Tombelle, with pi-
anist Mary Siciliano. Lillian was award-
ed the Mayor’s Award for Excellence in 
Music (2001) and currently plays on a 
copy of a Pailliot violin.

In the Fall of 2025, Lillian per-
formed chamber music of Canadian 
composer Jason Grossi and the world 
premiere of his “Ita Divina Lux” for 
violin and chorus with the University 
Singers at the University of Windsor. 
She then performed a recital of French 
music from her CD at Ohio Northern 
University on their Guest Artist series.

This coming May, she will be per-
forming two more chamber music recitals 
with pianist Mary Siciliano in Michigan.

This year marks nearly 40 years 
with the Windsor Symphony Orchestra, 
and as Concertmaster since 1991.

Lillian remains grateful to the late 
Maestro Robert Franz for so many 
wonderful opportunities that she has 
had with the WSO, including his 
support in programming the Boccherini 
Violin Concerto for the OnStage Series.
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PROGRAM NOTES

A Letter from the After-Life" is the 
first of Dinuk Wijeratne’s Two Pop 

Songs on Antique Poems, which won 
the 2016 JUNO & ECMA Classical 
Composition of the Year. Originally 
composed for string quartet, Wijeratne 
has adapted this colorful work for string 
orchestra. This movement is inspired 
by a poem taken from the Rubáiyát, 
an eleventh-century text by Omar 
Khayyám (1048–1131):

I sent my Soul through the Invisible,
Some letter of that After-life to spell:
And by and by my Soul return’d to me,
And answer’d “I Myself am Heav’n 
and Hell.”

Wijeratne writes: “I sought to 
create…my own kind of ‘collision of 
old and new,' where the beauty and 
meaning of vintage poems might 
inspire the kind of loops, grooves, 
and catchy tunes heard in pop. The 
melodies are, in fact, settings of the 
poem texts with the words stripped 
away. Contained in "A Letter from 
the After-life" are two quotes from 
Schubert’s Death & the Maiden quar-
tet. Ironically, they struck me as being 
pop-like and so I allowed them to 
emerge as though improvised; then to 
be improvised upon.”

A LET TER FROM  
THE AFTER-LIFE
DINUK WIJERATNE

CONCERTO IN D MA JOR
FRANZ XAVIER POKORNY,  
ATTRIB. BOCCHERINI

The American violinist Samuel Dushkin 
(1891–1976) is credited with re-dis-

covering, editing, and popularizing this 
Violin Concerto in D major of the late 
classical era. Originally attributed to the 
Italian composer Luigi Boccherini, new 
research suggests that it was actually 
written by the Polish composer Franz 
Xavier Pokorny. Upon Pokorny’s death in 
1794, a jealous rival supposedly erased 
his name from his manuscripts, which 

were then published under the names of 
other composers, such as Boccherini, his 
contemporary. Dushkin “re-introduced” 
the work to audiences the early 1920s 
with a performance given with the New 
York Philharmonic. Flutes, oboes, and 
horns join the string section to accom-
pany the solo violin in three charming 
movements, which follow the fast-slow-
fast construction traditional to a classical 
concerto.

"
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Born in Valencia, Spain, José 
Evangelista’s compositions draw on 

the roots of Spanish musical traditions. 
Airs d'Espagne uses fifteen Spanish folk 
melodies, scored for string orchestra 
in a relatively straightforward manner. 
These include worksongs, lullabies, and 
sacred songs, originating from a variety 

of different regions of Spain. The piece 
opens with a love song, before launch-
ing into a carnival tune from Catalonia. 
It concludes with a sacred song ad-
dressed to the Virgin Mary, penned by 
Alfonso the Wise, King of Castille in the 
thirteenth century.

AIRS D'ESPAGNE
JOSÉ EVANGELISTA

Program notes by Geoffrey Larson.

PROGRAM NOTES

Windsor Symphony Orchestra thanks 

Your support is instrumental!
Downtown Locations
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TOLDO POPS SERIES 

Sultans of String Return
Saturday, April 18, 2026  |  7:30pm
Sunday, April 19, 2026  |  2:30pm
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Series Sponsor
The Toldo Foundation

Marc Merilainen / arr. Chris Mckhool, Drew 
Birston; Orch. Ben Bolt-Martin

Traditional /arr. Métis Fiddle Quartet,  
Sultans of String; Orch. Ben Bolt-Martin

Nicholas Delbaere-Sawchuck / arr. Métis 
Fiddler Quartet, Mckhool, Kevin Laliberte, 
Birston; Orch. Bolt-Martin

Mckhool, Laliberte & Birston / Text Duke Redbird
Trad. / arr. Kendra Tagoona, Tracey Sarazin, 

Mckhool, Laliberte; Orch. Bolt-Martin
Whitestone, Mckhool, Laliberte, Birston /Orch. 

Bolt-Martin
Shawanda, Hill & Smith / Orch. Bolt-Martin
Mckhool & Laliberte / Orch. Rebecca Pellett

Thunderbird / arr. Mckhool, Laliberte, Birston
Traditional Throat Singing / PIQSIQ
Mckhool, Laliberte & Birston / Text Redbird, 

Orch. Bolt-Martin
Gilday, Taneton, Mckhool, Laliberte, Birston
Kanatakta, Mckhool, Laliberte, Birston /  

Text Raven Kanatakta & Sho-Shona Kish,  
Orch. Bolt-Martin

Mckhool & Laliberte / Orch. Pellett
Mckhool & Laliberte / Orch. Pellett

A Beautiful Darkness

Chanson de Riel

Tkaronto Reel

The Power of the Land
Quviasuliqpunga

Nîmihito (Dance)

The Rez
Luna

Lost and Found
Ikitaa
Our Mother the Earth

KÓ
Take off the Crown

Rainflower & Kitchen Party
Auyuittuq Sunrise

INTERMISSION

Geoffrey Larson, conductor
Sultans of String
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SULTANS OF STRING

Three-time JUNO Award nominees 
Sultans of String are very honoured to 

collaborate with Indigenous artists from 
across Turtle Island in Walking Through 
the Fire, including Shannon Thunderbird, 
Marc Meriläinen, and Alyssa Katrine. Led 
by Queen’s Diamond Jubilee recipient 
Chris McKhool, Sultans have performed 
at JUNOfest, NYC’s legendary Birdland 
Jazz Club, Celtic Connections Festival 
in Glasgow, and London’s Trafalgar 
Square. They have performed with 
orchestras across North America and 

have played live on CBC’s Canada 
Live, BBC TV, Irish National Radio, and 
SiriusXM in Washington. Sultans of String 
have recorded and performed with such 
diverse luminaries as Paddy Moloney 
& The Chieftains, Sweet Honey in The 
Rock, Richard Bona, Alex Cuba, Ruben 
Blades, Benoit Bourque, and Béla Fleck. 
Their work during the pandemic on The 
Refuge Project amplified the voices of 
new immigrants and refugees, earning 
them CFMAs and Best Musical Film at the 
Cannes World Film Festival.

SULTANS OF STRING:
Chris McKhool – violin, vocals 

Drew Birston – bass, vocals
Kevin Laliberté – guitar, vocals

FEATURING INDIGENOUS COLLABORATORS:
Marc Meriläinen (Nadjiwan) - Ojibwe Guitarist, singer 

Alyssa Katrine - Métis Violist, singer
Shannon Thunderbird – Ts’msyen singer, drummer

VIRTUAL GUESTS:
Angela Amarualik- Inuit singer

Leela Gilday &  Leanne Taneton  - Dene singers
Northern Cree Powwow group

PIQSIQ - Inuit singers
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ONSTAGE SERIES
THE MORRIS & BEVERLY BAKER FOUNDATION CAFÉ SERIES

From Mozart to 
Copland
Thursday, April 23, 2026  |  7:30pm
Friday, April 24, 2026  |  11:00am
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Yi-Ping Chen, guest conductor
Faith Scholfield, english horn  |  Ross Turner, trumpet

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Aaron Copland

Vincent D'Indy

Symphony No. 21 in A major

Quiet City

Suite dans la style ancient
(Suite in Olden Style)

I. Allegro
II. Andante

III. Menuetto
IV. Allegro

1. Prelude
2. Entrée
3. Sarabande

4. Menuet
5. Rondo française

Food Sponsor

ONSTAGE CONCERT SERIES

Cocktail & Beverage SponsorSeries Sponsor
Anonymous

CAFÉ CONCERT SERIES

Food & Beverage Sponsor

Downtown Locations

Series Sponsor
The Morris & Beverly 
Baker Foundation
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YI-PING CHEN
GUEST CONDUCTOR

Yi-Ping Chen, Director of Orchestral
Activities at Missouri State

University, wishes to make classical 
music relevant to all the communities 
she connects with. Chen established 

sensory-friendly concerts in the 
Springfield, Missouri community, a 
tradition she started in Virginia as 
the Music Director of Rockbridge 
Symphony. In Fargo-Moorhead, Chen 
taught as the Orchestra Director of 
University Orchestra at Minnesota 
State University Moorhead and North 
Dakota State University. She contin-
ues to serve as founding conductor of 
Fargo-Moorhead Ballet Company’s 
annual production of Tchaikovsky’s 
Nutcracker. 

Passionate about providing equal 
access to classical music, Chen 
co-founded Caravanserai Music, a 
flexible chamber group that promotes 
compassion through performances. 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, she 
produced video series to engage 
young audience in classical music 
through interactive activities. Chen also 
co-hosted online performance and 
dialogue with the Shenandoah LGBTQ 
Center, on the topic of acceptance 
found in Schoenberg’s Transfigured 
Night and the LGBTQ+ community. 

Windsor Symphony Orchestra thanks 

Your support is instrumental!
Don & Gail Rodzik
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FAITH SCHOLFIELD
ENGLISH HORN

Faith Scholfield balances two oc-
casionally conflicting roles at the 

Windsor Symphony Orchestra – union 
musician and Director of Artistic 
Operations. Faith holds the position of 
Second Oboe/English horn with the 

Windsor Symphony Orchestra (since 
2004) and is also the WSO’s Director 
of Artistic Operations (since January 
2018). In addition to her performanc-
es in Windsor, Faith can regularly be 
heard up and down the 401 with the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, London 
Symphonia, and Niagara Symphony, 
and regional orchestras in south-west 
Michigan including the Ann Arbor 
Symphony Orchestra and Lansing 
Symphony Orchestra. A student of Dr. 
Nancy Ambrose King, Faith earned a 
Master of Music Performance Degree in 
Oboe from the University of Michigan. 
She acquired her Bachelor of Music 
in Oboe Performance as well as 
Performance Certificate in Oboe from 
the Eastman School of Music, a student 
of Richard Killmer.

ROSS TURNER
TRUMPET

Windsor Symphony Orchestra thanks 

 Your support is instrumental!
As Principal Trumpet of the Windsor 

Symphony Orchestra, Ross Turner 
has years of experience in a wide variety 

of orchestral repertoire and has been 
featured many times as a soloist. He also 
maintains an active freelance career in the 
Detroit area, performing in both classical 
and commercial settings. Dr. Turner earned 
his Bachelor of Music in Music History 
from the University of Victoria, B.C., and 
completed both a Master’s degree and 
Doctorate at Michigan State University, 
where he specialized in Classical and 
Baroque performance practice. His profes-
sional experience also includes work in 
big band settings, performances with rock 
and Latin ensembles, and participation in 
more than fifty music theater productions, 
with touring engagements throughout 
North American and Asia.
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Mozart’s Symphony No. 21 was 
composed in August of 1772, 

likely in the composer’s hometown of 
Salzburg, Austria, when he was 16 
years old. Its four movements show 
Mozart at his most playful, increas-
ingly coming into full control of his 
creative powers. The first movement’s 
opening theme kicks off with a musical 
device called the “Mannheim Rocket,” 
where notes appear to rapidly shoot 

up from low to high, an exclamation 
that Mozart immediately inverts as 
the theme continues. This technique of 
melodic writing was popularized by 
composers in Mannheim, Germany, 
which Mozart first visited at the age 
of seven. Mozart would make use of 
the “Mannheim Rocket” in a number 
of other works, notably in the finales 
of his Eine kleine Nachtmusik and 
Symphony No. 40.

SYMPHONY NO. 21
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

PROGRAM NOTES

Quiet City, composed by Aaron 
Copland in 1939, was incidental 

music for a play of the same name by 
Irwin Shaw. Though the play would 
ultimately be a failure, it inspired some 
of Copland’s most peacefully sublime 
music. The play’s characters inspired the 
unique instrumentation of solo trumpet, 
solo English horn, and strings. In the dra-
ma, a lonely boy attempts to drive away 
his torment by playing the trumpet. The 

English horn engages in a dialogue with 
the trumpet, both instruments speaking 
a secret language – part “blues,” part 
temple cantor – with the strings invoking 
a dream-like sense of aloneness. The 
combination of all instruments together 
in the work’s emotional climax brings 
the city’s shining, vibrant colors into 
full view, before the sounds of the solo 
instruments echo through the urban 
expanse, isolated once more.

QUIET CITY
AARON COPLAND

Windsor Symphony Orchestra thanks 

 Your support is  instrumental!

Valente Contracting
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Program notes by Geoffrey Larson.

Vincent d’Indy was an influential 
French composer and teacher, a 

professor at the Paris Conservatoire in 
the first decades of the twentieth centu-
ry. A former student of César Franck at 
that same school, d’Indy was influ-
enced by Franck’s love of the German 
symphonic tradition and his ability to 
improvise music of stunning harmonic 
variety at the organ keyboard. These 
musical flavors are heard in vivid 
color throughout d’Indy’s oevre, which 

includes symphonies, tone poems, and 
chamber music. His Suite in Olden 
Style of 1886 was originally a work 
of chamber music for mixed ensemble, 
and demonstrates another love of the 
composer: reviving historic forms of 
music, in this case, a baroque dance 
suite. Its five short movements take a 
charming approach to early music 
styles, adding the harmonic surprises 
and intricate counterpoint characteristic 
of the late romantic era.

SUITE DANS LA STYLE  
ANCIENT
VINCENT D'INDY

PROGRAM NOTES

Call  519-946-0363  SupremeServices.ca

A quality HOME renovation is like a great piece of music. 
It starts with a strong foundation, builds with precision, and finishes 

in perfect harmony. Every detail matters—every note counts.

SCAN
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BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates in providing private wealth management products and services. 
Not all products and services are offered by all legal entities within BMO Private Wealth. Banking services are offered through Bank of Montreal. Investment management, wealth 
planning, tax planning, and philanthropy planning services are offered through BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Private Investment Counsel Inc. Estate, trust, and custodial services 
are offered through BMO Trust Company. Insurance services and products are offered through BMO Estate Insurance Advisory Services Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of BMO 
Nesbitt Burns Inc. BMO Private Wealth legal entities do not offer tax advice. If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., please contact your Investment Advisor for more 
information. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund and is a Member of Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization. BMO Trust Company and 
BMO Bank of Montreal are Members of CDIC. “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. PC
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We bring harmony to 
your wealth.

Our team offers a comprehensive suite of services 
to help you achieve your goals.

•  Financial Care & Management
• Wealth Planning
• Tax Planning
• Succession Planning
• Estate Planning
• Trust Services
• Philanthropic Services
•  Insurance & Risk Management
• Banking & Borrowing

Tel.: 519-258-2701 
100 Ouellette Ave., Suite 1100 
Windsor, Ontario N9A 6T3
www.kootstrakleer.com

Scan here to learn 
more about us.

BMO Nesbitt Burns

Kootstra Kleer
WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP

Kootstra Kleer Wealth Management Group
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WINDSOR SYMPHONY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA

Ancient Treasures
Indiana Jones 
and Mulan 
Saturday, April 25, 2026  |  7:30pm
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Geoffrey Larson, conductor
Windsor Symphony Community Orchestra

Miklós Rózsa 
arr. Mortimer

Claude Debussy 
arr. Johnson

Alexander Borodin

Jerry Goldsmith

John Williams

Jilali Belmahdi 
arr. Larson

Ottorino Respighi

The Music of Ben-Hur

La cathédrale engloutie 
(The Sunken Cathedral)

In the Steppes of Central Asia

Suite from Mulan

“Marion’s Theme” and "Raiders March" 
from Indiana Jones: Raiders of the Lost Ark

Ouarzazate

Pines Near a Catacomb from Pines of Rome

The Villa Medici Fountain at Sunset 
from Fountains of Rome

The Pines of the Janiculum from Pines of Rome

The Pines of the Appian Way from Pines of Rome
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WINDSOR SYMPHONY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA

Ancient Treasures
Indiana Jones 
and Mulan 
Saturday, April 25, 2026  |  7:30pm
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Geoffrey Larson, conductor
Windsor Symphony Community Orchestra

Electrified
History

Explore your backyard this 
summer with awesome 
attractions and prolific sites. 

visitwindsoressex.com/wegotogether Streetcar No. 351 | Windsor

Windsor Symphony Orchestra thanks 

Your support is instrumental!
325 DEVONSHIRE ROAD, WINDSOR 
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Beach Grove Golf  & Country Club
12:00pm

Fashions & Accessory Kiosk 
by Perla’s Fashions

May 13, 2026May 13, 2026

WINDSOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA GUILD

FASHION SHOW
Spring Fantasy Spring Fantasy 

APRIL 12 | 1:00PM | CAPITOL THEATRE
The annual WSO Guild Concerto Competition is for members of 

the Windsor Symphony Youth Orchestra. 
Musicians will perform and compete for 3 cash prizes.

This is a free event. 

For tickets call: 519-965-4981

Tickets: $65
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WINDSOR SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA

Revolutionaries  
Sunday, April 26, 2026  |  7:00pm
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Geoffrey Larson, conductor
Windsor Symphony Youth Orchestra
Windsor Symphony Junior Youth Orchestra

Windsor Symphony Junior Youth Orchestra

John Dowland
Ludwig van Beethoven / 

arr. Keiser
Claude-Michel Schönberg and 

Alain Boublil / arr. Moss
Queen / arr. Longfield

Mr. George Whitehead’s Almand 
II. Allegretto from Symphony No. 7

Music from Les Misérables 

Bohemian Rhapsody 

Jilali Belmahdi / arr. Larson
Pietro Mascagni
Ludwig van Beethoven

Ouarzazate 
Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana 
Finale: Allegro from Symphony No. 5 in C minor 

Windsor Symphony Youth Orchestra

SpSp

APRIL 12 | 1:00PM | CAPITOL THEATRE
The annual WSO Guild Concerto Competition is for members of 

the Windsor Symphony Youth Orchestra. 
Musicians will perform and compete for 3 cash prizes.

This is a free event. 
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BILL AND ROCHELLE TEPPERMAN MASTERWORKS SERIES

Rachmaninoff
Saturday, May 2, 2026  |  7:30pm
Sunday, May 3, 2026  |  2:30pm
The Capitol Theatre, Windsor, ON

Series Sponsor: Bill and Rochelle Tepperman

Curtain Call ConversationsCurtain Call Conversations
Experience the music… stay for the conversation

Join Maestro Cosette Justo Valdés for an exclusive conversation on stage about 
performance, creative process, where inspiration comes from, music composition, 
and more! Curtain Call Conversations take place directly after the concert. Patron 
participation is encouraged.

Sergei Rachmaninoff Symphony No. 2 in E minor
I.  Largo - Allegro moderato
II.  Allegro molto
III.  Adagio
IV.  Allegro vivace

Cosette Justo Valdés, guest conductor

Concert Sponsor: Bill and Lynn Baker
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COSET TE JUSTO VALDÉS
GUEST CONDUCTOR

Cuban-born conductor Cosette 
Justo Valdés has emerged as a 

rising star on the world concert stage. 
Beloved as a musician who wins the re-
spect of her colleagues and the hearts 
of audiences,  Valdés currently serves 
as the Artistic and Music Director of the 
Vancouver Island Symphony. She has 
just completed her very successful six-
year tenure as Resident Conductor of 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra.

Through her daring, innovative pro-
gramming with the Vancouver Island 
Symphony Ms. Valdés has quickly 
ignited new passion in her audiences, 
inspiring them to engage personally not 
only with living, contemporary music 
but also with rarely heard historical 
works. As an ongoing part of her 
artistic agenda in Vancouver Island, 
Ms. Valdés proudly continues to give a 
powerful voice to the works of women 
composers and composers from Native 
Canadian and American heritage.

Valdés is quickly being recognized 
across the globe as an emerging 

conductor with extraordinary talents. 
She will grace the stages of major 
international orchestras in the coming 
seasons including several in Europe: the 
Tonkuenstler Orchestra of Austria, the 
Brussels Philharmonic, the Residentie 
Orchestra of The Hague, the Ulster 
Orchestra of Belfast, the Orchestra 
National de Lille; and in the United 
States: The Minnesota Orchestra, the 
Indianapolis Symphony, the Florida 
Orchestra, the San Antonio Philharmonic 
and the National Philharmonic. In 
Canada, she returns to the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra and appeared 
for the first time with London Symphonia.

Valdés has conducted with the 
Minnesota Orchestra, the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra, the Victoria 
Symphony, the Zagreb Philharmonic 
(Croatia), the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra, National Arts Centre 
Orchestra Ottawa, the Saskatoon 
Symphony, the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, and more.

Valdés maintains strong ties to her 
native Cuba, where she is celebrated 
as the Honorary Director of the presti-
gious Orquesta Sinfónica de Oriente in 
Santiago, in Cuba's musical heartland, 
an orchestra she led as Music Director for 
nine years early in her professional life.

Valdés holds a bachelor's degree 
in conducting, as a protégé of Professor 
Jorge López Marín, from the Instituto 
Superior de Arte, La Habana, Cuba, 
and a master's degree in conducting 
as a prized student of the revered 
Professor Klaus Arp, from the Staatsliche 
Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende 
Kunst, Mannheim, Germany.
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As music turned towards modernism 
at the beginning of the twentieth 

century, Sergei Rachmaninoff became 
one of the last great Russian compos-
ers whose works were firmly rooted in 
romanticism. One of the finest pianists 
of the century, he was known for his 
thrilling solo and concerto works, but 
his rich talent for orchestral composition 
yielded great symphonic treasures. His 
relationship with the symphony did not 
begin well, however; the premiere of 
his Symphony No. 1 in 1897 was such 
a disastrous failure that it plunged him 
into a depression-ridden hiatus of four 
years. He would later proclaim, “I do 
not know how to write symphonies, and 
besides, I have no real desire to write 
them.” We can be grateful that therapy 
helped Rachmaninoff to emerge from 
his malaise to pen his immortal Piano 
Concerto No. 2 in 1901, and it was the 
resounding success of the premiere of 
his Symphony No. 2 in 1908 that gave 
him the courage to compose prolifically 
once again.

The symphony is scored for a large 
orchestra with an expanded wood-
wind section, and every instrument 
of the ensemble is featured in its 

sprawling four movements. The entire 
work’s musical material grows from a 
pensive, seven-note opening theme, 
played by the cellos and double 
basses. The slow and deeply-felt 
music that begins the first movement 
gives way to a sweeping fast tempo 
that puts Rachmaninoff’s romanticism 
on full display. A tumultuous scherzo 
serves as the second movement, with 
moments of brightness and chamber 
music written in stark contrast to the 
forcefulness of its stormy fast sections, 
characterized by powerful horn lines. 
Rachmaninoff truly wears his heart on 
his sleeve with the third movement’s 
opening clarinet solo, famous for its 
long, languid beauty. The American 
singer-songwriter Eric Carmen, often 
inspired by Rachmaninoff’s melodies, 
based his 1976 ballad “Never Gonna 
Fall in Love Again” on this movement’s 
iconic theme. Rachmaninoff knew how 
to write a stunning finale, and the last 
movement of his Symphony No. 2 is 
one of his greatest. Sparkling musical 
acrobatics in every section of the or-
chestra rocket us toward a conclusion 
that is filled with crashing fireworks 
and melodic grandeur. 

SYMPHONY NO. 2
SERGEI RACHMANINOFF

PROGRAM NOTES

Program notes by Geoffrey Larson.

Supporting the Joy of music at any age!

deltachichildcare.com
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Supporting the Joy of music at any age!

deltachichildcare.com
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Proudly Supports the 

Windsor Symphony Orchestra

CARDINALPLACE.CA
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March 16-20

March 27

March 31-April 2

April 7

April 11

April 18 & 19

April 25 

April 26

May 2 & 3

May 8-10

May 15-17 & 22-24

May 29

Capitol Arts Camp

SCHOOL OF CREATIVE ARTS
Jazz Ensemble Concert

Music Fest Windsor

Snowed In Comedy

WINDSOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Family Concert: Jungle Book Ballet

WINDSOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Sultans of String Return

WINDSOR SYMPHONY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
Ancient Treasures: Indiana Jones and Mulan

WINDSOR SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Revolutionaries  

WINDSOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Rachmaninoff

ARTS COLLECTIVE THEATRE
SIX: Teen Edition

RIVERFRONT THEATRE COMPANY 
The Prince of Egypt

Mom Said Duck Comedy Show

Coming Up at the Capitol

CAPITOLTHEATREWINDSOR.CA

Monthly film screenings 
at the Capitol Theatre.

Visit them online for  
more details & tickets.WINDSORFILMFESTIVAL.COM
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SUPPORT THE WSO
DONATE NOW

The Windsor Symphony Society
Given or pledged between January 1, 2025 to February 25, 2026

Platinum Baton
$25,000+

Bill and Rochelle Tepperman
The Toldo Foundation

Solcz Family Foundation
WSO Guild

The Estate of Francine Marie Sala
The Estate of Elvira Cacciavillani
The Estate of Rosemary Cassano

Municipality of Leamington
The Estate of Arthur Weigarden

Waddell Trust
We acknowledge support from the Waddell Trust, 
disbursed by the Arts Council Windsor & Region

Podium Spotlight
$20,000-$24,999

The Morris and Beverly Baker Foundation

Maestro's Circle
$15,000-$19,999
Bill and Lynn Baker

Caesars Windsor Cares
The Chandisherry Foundation

The Charles and Ethel Cohen Family Foundation
Wendi & Bradley Eizenga Foundation Fund 

held at the WindsorEssex Community Foundation
Kyle Kootstra and Ana Kleer of the 

Kootstra Kleer Wealth Management Group of BMO Nesbitt Burns
Joan Mackay

BERL Fund

On behalf of the entire WSO family, thank you to our donors and sponsors who support the 
WSO and help connect people in Windsor Essex through music. To support the WSO visit 
windsorsymphony.com/give. If any information in this listing is incorrect, please contact the Box 
Office at 519-973-1238 or boxoffice@windsorsymphony.com
Thank you to our generous financial supporters who make live music possible in Windsor Essex. We 
are proud to recognize donors at every level on our website at windsorsymphony.com. Thank you! 
Your support is instrumental.

CAPITOLTHEATREWINDSOR.

SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026
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Concertmasters's Circle
$10,000-$14,999
The Basilian Fathers of Sandwich in 

Ontario
Dr. Vincent E. Georgie
The Glen & Carmel Mitchell Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Paterson
Richard and Colleen Peddie 
Don and Gail Rodzik
Mabel St. Louis

Virtuoso's Circle
$5,000-$9,999
Don and Nancy Allen
The Child Family
Delta Chi Early Childhood Education 

Centres
Douglas and Randi Fox
Ground Effects
Kara and Kyle Kootstra
The Kuker Family
Drs. Lillian & George Mok Memorial 

Fund held at the WindsorEssex 
Community Foundation

Nico Walkerville
Port Windsor
Susan and Brian Scholfield
Patricia St. Louis
Dr. Fouad Tayfour Charitable 

Foundation
Windsor Laser Eye Institute
WSO Players Association

Composer's Circle
$2,500-$4,999
Amico 
Cardinal Place
Downtown Windsor Business 

Improvement Association
Jeff Berryman and Carol McDermott
Nancy Flickinger
Sheila Geddes 
Kathleen E. McCrone
Ontario Lottery and Gaming (OLG)
Scotiabank

Kathleen Marilyn Stecher
Troup Group
Town of Tecumseh
University of Windsor
Valente Contracting Inc

Principal Players
$1,500-$2,499
Peter R. Burrell
Jane Buttery
Sheila Blair Mosley
Barb and Cody Cooper
Bianca DeLuca
Beth French
Glenna Hemphill
Joyce and Frederick Mason
Sandra McClellan and Kirby O'Connor
Robert and Mary Jeanne Peters
Barbara Proctor
Deborah Severs
Lynn Teahan
Don And Catherine Wilson
Ron and Lynne Wingelaar
Heidi Zimmer

Benefactors
$750-$1,499
Brandon Atkins 
Ruth Banga
Jane Boyd
William Bryant
Mike Clark and Shelley Donovan
Carl and Mary Jane Dettinger 

Foundation
Mary Louise Drake
Janet Finlay
Viola Glos
Tomand Sarah Hawkeswood
Peter and Lorie Hoehne
John and Judy Hrycak
Lena Janosik
James Kurak
Patti Lauzon and Mark Sarafin
Dorothy and Greg Mahoney
Paul and Mary Meanwell

SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026
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Terry and Joan McSweeney
Paula and Joe Nunes
Arla and Mike Peters
Jackie Rice
Mike Rogers
Stephen and Kelly Savage
Sidney and Glenn Sellick
Barry and Anne St. Pierre
Joe and Nancy Stasko 
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom
William and Jean Wright

Major Patrons
$500-$749
Philip and Anne Adamson
Assumption University
Bill and Bobbye Baylis
Anita Berecz 
Jim and Lucy Bondy
Ana Maria Caruso
Barbara and Americo Dean
Scott Cowan
Ken Cribley and Alycia Sennema
Margaret Dama
Claudia den Boer
Carol Fathers
Susan Haig
Dr. Kai Hildebrandt

Holly and Phil Kassel 
Bruce Kotowich and Jennifer Swanson
David Langstone and Shari 

Cunningham 
Lycoland Farms
Marilyn Mackay
Sandra and Michael Malowitz
The Malmberg Family
Claire McAllister
Tom and Pat McMahon
Terry and Joan McSweeney
Mary-Lou Ouellette
Brian and Yvonne Prime
Michael Ricketts
Richard and Margaret Rivard
Terry Roman
Wanda Rosicki 
Nevi Rusich
Lisa Siimes
St. Clair College
Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island
Monica and Adrian Vandenhoven
Gloria White
Jenny and Brenton Wilson
Katherine Zhang Law Professional 

Corporation
David and Joan Ziriada

SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Music is for
Everyone
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SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Gifts in Tribute
2025-2026 SEASON
Gifts in memory of a loved one, or in honour of a special occasion or 
special person, are always welcome. It is our privilege to pay tribute to the 
people you love. Thank you for your gift honouring them.

In Memory of Maestro Robert Franz
Brandon Atkins
The WSO Players Association
Don and Nancy Allen
Janice Alliet
Annette and Don Brown
Ann and John  Brush
Linda Andrejicka
Maria Andrievskaya
John Ansell
Brian and Anne Atkinson
Jason Azar and David Lenz
Stephanie Baker
Stefanie Barcic
Barb and Brian Beasley
Deborah Bercik
Anita Berecz
Sally Blyth
Dani Bobb
Reno Boilard
Jim and Lucy Bondy
Suzanne Bond
Shannon Bondy
Robin Bondy
Tekisha Braxton
Todd Brophy
Jenny Brown
Darren Brown
Georgina Burns
Peter Burrell
Nancy Carle
David Carlini
Helen Carter
Ana Maria Caruso

The Case Family
Patricia Cheadle
Bih-feng Chen
Gerry Chittle
Jared Christensen
Rosa V. Cipparone
Laura Clementa
Catherine Comiskey
Jane Cornett
Ken Cribley and Alycia Sennema
James Crichton
Donna D'Amore
Nicole D’hondt
Dorothy Davis
Karen Demers
Claudia den Boer
Sarah Dewar
Bailey Deziel
Norman Diffey
Christine Dionne
Cameron Doig
John Dorman
Jeff Doub
Mary Jo Dowie
Mary Louise Drake
Marc Dubois
Nancy Dupuis
Elev8 Web Studio Team
Chris Fahey
Nick Fallea
Jovanovic Family
Joyce Farrer
Carol Fathers
Aaron Fauteux
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SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Stephanie Ferranti
Janet Finlay
Margaret Fong
Michael Forman
Lisa Fransen
Gerald and Bettie Fraser
Beth French
Rachel G.
Kathy Gallant
David Garlick and Linda Chakmak
Sheila Geddes
David Gee
Marion Gellner
Susan Gibson
Susan Haig
Pat Harnadek
Claudia Hanson
Glenna Hemphill
Katey Henderson
Keith Henry
John Herhalt
Ute Hertel
Matt and Lisa Holler Ransom
Mary Horman
Stephanie Houlahan
Darren Hutton
Maureen Irish
Stephanie Isaac
Marina Ivanovic
Lena Janosik
Janice Johnston
Mariette Jones
Karen Kaschak
Holly and Phil Kassel
Susan Keelan
Diana Kelly
James Patrick (Jim) Kelly
Douglas Kneale and Barb Davis
Charlotte Knight
Susie Knight
Bruce Kotowich and Jennifer Swanson
The Kuker Family
Susan Landine

Patricia Lauzon and Mark Sarafin
Betty Lee-Daigle
Kyle Lenarduzzi
Nan Levitt
Li Liang
Kenneth Little and Michael Wilcox
Willa Loescher
Katherine Lovell
Pamela Luvisotto
Eileen MacDonald
Dorothy and Greg Mahoney
Barbara Malmberg
Kevin Mann
Genevieve Marchand
Craig Mason
Claire McAllister
Sue McCoy
Kathleen E. McCrone
Susan McKee
Ray McLelland
Gabrielle McMillan
Terry and Joan McSweeney
Rachel Meloche
Victoria Michie
Nancy Monaghan
Heather Morujo
Monica Murphy
Stevan Mustac
Sylva Nagy
Barbara Newton
Carly Nikita
Dayna Noury
Anne Marie Ofner
Tim Oliver
Barbara Osborne
Kate Paddon
Nicholas Papador
Kathyani Parasram
Colleen and Richard Peddie
Arla Peters
Robert and Mary Jeanne Peters
Christine Petrik
Rachelle Petrusenko
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SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

George and Nancy Plantus
William Poff
Brenda Porter
Barbara Proctor
Jessica Racine
Lisa Rempel
Paul Rennick
Jackie Rice
Michael Ricketts
Terry Roman
Wanda Rosicki
Mary Ellen Sands-King
Jacob Schlicht
Susan and Brian  Scholfield
Kasey Scoboria and  

Myrna Scoboria-Chan
Michelle Scott
Karel Sedlacek
Stuart Selby
Patrick Selmi
Deborah Severs
Rimma Shelkov
Nancy Shulgan
Gayle and Robert Siddall
Christina Simmons
Kyrsten Solcz
Joseph and Nancy Stasko
Kathleen Marilyn Stecher
Gail Stiffler
Andrea Storm
Gail Straith
Martina Stvan
Jasmine Thomas
Rebecca Topliffe
Shelagh Towson
Greg and Kara  Turner
Michael Valente
Monica and Adrian Vandenhoven
Christine Vanderkooy
Cindy Vanier
Tatiana Varacalli
Dennis and Carolina Venerus
Thomas Vida

Lee Watson
Jacqueline Watty
Claudia Weaver Richardson
Kirk Whittal
Jenny and Brian Wilson
Robert Wilson
Lynne Wingelaar
Hannah Witherbee
Alanna Woolley
Dr. Jeremy Worth and family
Lois Wright
Changlu Wu
Denny Young
Cathy Zagaglioni
Qian Zang
Heidi Zimmer
12 Anonymous Donors

In Memory of  Peter Antaya
Tom Desjarlais
John and Lisa Fransen

In Memory of  Morris D. Baker
The Morris & Beverly Baker Foundation
Bianca De Luca

In Memory of  Darlene Bertolin
Bertolin Family
Dr. Norman and Moira Diffey

In Memory of  Dr. Dumaresq Child
Douglas and Randi Fox
The Child Family

In Memory Ron Dumouchelle
Philip and Anne Adamson
Maureen Greff 
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom

In Memory of  Rev. Dr. John Clark
Janet Finlay

In Memory of  Raymond Fletcher 
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SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

and Helena (Peg) Deagle
Sandra Fletcher

In Memory of  Carl Dettinger
Aldo and Marilyn Boscariol
Colleen Gaudette
Don and Catherine Wilson
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom

In Memory of  Dr. John Dickinson
Tom Desjarlais

In Memory of  Nancy England
Beth French

In Memory of Marguerite Fisher
Craig Nash

In Memory of  Eleanor Finn
Barbara D. Beasley
Phil and Jeanne Brennan
Christine Fullerton
Natalie Gabriele
Colleen Gaudette
Marla McMullen
Stephanie and Timothy O'Neill
Brenda Porter
Barbara Proctor

In Memory of  Frank Janosik
Lena Janosik

In Memory of Kay Pentland
George And Nancy Plantus

In Memory of  Peter Kuker
The Kuker Family 
Beach Grove Bridge Club
Jane Boyd
The Cheeseman Families
Rosa Cipparone
Charles Clark
Raymond Colautti

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Paterson
Carolyne Daley
Duffy Davidson
Bianca De Luca and Family
Carl and Mary Jane Dettinger
Walter and Carole Donaldson
Sue Duransky
The Partners of McTague Law Firm
Alastair and Jeanne Fleming
Douglas and Randi Fox 
Liz Haugh
Maurice or Patricia Janisse
Patti Lauzon and Mark Sarafin
Kathleen McCrone and Peter Burrell
Paul and Mary Meanwell
Stephen Milton
John and Marcia Ohler
Mary Ann and Ed Polachok
Brian and Yvonne Prime
David Ruch
Terry Savory
Hogarth Hermiston Severs, LLP
Myron and Nancy Shulgan
Roger and Libby Skinner
Joe and Nancy Stasko
Bill and Rochelle Tepperman
The Chandisherry Foundation
The Glen and Carmel Mitchell 

Foundation
The Morris & Beverly Baker 

Foundation
Bud and Mary Weingarden
Barbara J. White & Lawrence K. 

Letwin
Sandra Wieland
Don and Catherine Wilson
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom
Elizabeth Worsnop
Bill and Jean Wright
The Windsor Gentlemen's Bookclub 

Jeff Berryman
Raymond Colautti
Bruce Elman
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SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Doug Fox
Douglas Kneale
Marc Maillet
Peter Hrastovec
Jerry Wisdom

In Memory of Mary Leach
Eryl Child
Pauline Olafson

In Memory of  Judy Lewchuk
Jennifer DiDomenico-Wong
Jim and Sallie Ford
Andrea Kendaris
Shirley Lewchuk
Lynne MacDonell
Melissa Northwood
George and Nancy Plantus
UNI-COM Lifelong Learning
Adele and Michael Stebila
Susan Stone
Marilyn Sutton

In Memory of Amy Ley
Windsor Federation of Musicians - 

Local 566
Amy's MYC Colleagues: 

Renée Rutledge 
Jordyn Severin 
Sian Willard

The Morris & Beverly Baker Foundation
Aymeric, Greg & Armelle Atkinson
Sally Blyth
Monica Bunde
Kim Burak
Mike and Joanne Chalwt
Vicki and Paolo Collavino
Carolyne Daley
Bianca De Luca
Tom Dejarlais
Nadine Deleury
Ron and Anne Dumouchelle
Robert and Shirley Dunlop

Doug and Randi Fox
Robert and Gabriella Gecse
The Gilbert Family:  

Will, Shelley, Liam, Emily
Anthony Gyemi
Susan B. Hale & Kenneth J. Hodgson
Adam and Sarah Penner
Glenna Hemphill
Anne Jarvis and Brian Cross
Pat Jeflyn
Jennifer Lachapelle
Mike, Simone and Melanie Ryall
Patti Lauzon and Mark Sarafin
Mike and Corinne, in Calgary
Haden McKay
Julia MacGregor
McPhail / Kilborn
Susan McKee
Paul and Mary Meanwell
Lauren Montague
Helen and Greg Near
Renee, Michael, Grace & Rowan Parent
Eddie, Odette and Eliette Plante
Hans and Sherri Preuss
Michael Ricketts
Bernie and Nicole Rourke
Stephanie Sant'Ambrogio
Susan and Brian Scholfield
Myrna Scoboria-Chan
Nicette Scott
Mary Siciliano
Mary Slack
Rebecca Soltan
Marilyn Stecher
Margaret Swinchoski
Bill and Rochelle Tepperman
Joe and Susan Varajon
Jennifer Varajon
Aaron and Laura Garza
Jill Vitols
Christopher and Erinn White
Jane Buttery
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom
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SALUTE TO OUR DONORS  |  JANUARY 1, 2025 TO FEBRUARY 25, 2026

ValerieWright
Min Xie, Qin Tu and Maggie Xie
Doris Zanier and Edward Scott
3 Anonymous Donors

In Memory of Laura Ley
Jill and Jerry Fine

In Memory of  Brad Liptrot
Wanda Rosicki

In Memory of Edward Mearns
Pat Harnadek

In Memory of William (Bill) Meeke
Elisa Mitton Dinham
Donna  and Christian Hanson
George and Nadia Metulynsky
Lynn Ridgewell
The Wood Family

In Memory of  James Michie
Victoria Michie-Mistruzzi

In Memory of Hilda Millie
Barbara Proctor

In Honour of Cathy Nanson
Naomi Levitz

In Memory of  Barbara Nickleson
Mary and Don Chesnik 
1 Anonymous Donor

In Memory of Kay Pentland
Doug, Elda, Kevin and Scott Graham
William Schiller and Mary Kirley
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom

In Memory of  Suzanne Selby
Stuart Selby

In Memory of Ted Shaw
Karen Albu
Alice Buchanan
Ute Hertel
Sarah Jarvis
Lanis Joffe
Lenore Langs
Dorothy and Greg Mahoney
Eric Mayne
Diane Mugford
Frances Richardson
Ann and Richard Spicer
Jason Row and Elizabeth Thompson
Harry van Vugt
Sheila and Jerry Wisdom

In Memory of  Timo and Kaarina 
Siimes and Matti and Dolores 
Holli and Albert Siimes

Lisa Siimes

In Memory of  Herb Stammler
Crys Stammler

In Memory of Arthur and Madelyn 
Weingarden

Lilia Hawrish
Michael Ricketts

Dedicated to Ruth, Peter, and the 
Wiebe family for being a warm, 
welcoming, and unifying force of 
the diverse Windsor community

Wandi Liu
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Gifts in Tribute 
2025-2026 Season

$500,000+
The Toldo Foundation

$100,000 to $499,999
Cypher Systems Group 
Ursuline Sisters of Chatham
Estate of Elmer Butt
Estate of June Carroll
Estate of John Dickinson:  

May it Please Rosie
Estate of Russel Munro
Estate of Gwen and Murray Purdy

$10,000 to $99,999
The WSO Guild
WFCU in honour of Marty Komsa
The Grain of Sand Foundation
The Charles and Ethel Cohen Family 

Foundation
The Tamblyn Family Foundation
Dr. Fouad Tayfour  

Charitable Foundation
Estate of Lorna June Carroll
Sandra Manzig

Bert and Joy Mayerhofer
Estate of Arthur Weingarden
Estate of Phyllis Zin

Up to $9,999
Don and Nancy Allen
Tracey Cohen
Barbara and Stanley Cunningham
Nadine Deleury
Serge Dignard
Doug and Randi Fox
Christine Fullerton
Shirley Grondin
Glenna Hemphill
Alexandra Hrabowych
Claudia Hubbes
Gloria Manzig
Loraine Manzig
Walter Manzig
Claire McAllister
Robert and Beverly McMahon
Lisa Osborne
Russel Smith
Marilyn Stecher
Dennis and Carolina Venerus
Windsor Laser Eye Institute

Legacy Donors
CUMULATIVE GIFTS TO THE FUTURE FUND

The WSO Future Fund is an endowment fund where gifts are invested and 
restricted in perpetuity to support WSO operations each season. 

The Future Fund is currently valued at over $5 million, with a goal of $10 million. 

The WSO recognizes the vision and generosity of donors who have contributed 
to the Future Fund. If you are interested in becoming a Legacy Donor, please 
contact Patti Lauzon, Executive Director, at plauzon@windsorsymphony.com.

LEGACY DONORS  |  AS OF FEBRUARY 25, 2026 Platinum Baton

Podium Spotlight

Maestro’s Circle 

Virtuoso’s Circle 

Partners in Education

Generously Supported By

. & Mrs.

aterson

Community Partners

Drs. Lillian and George Mok Memorial Fund 
held at the WindsorEssex Community Foundation
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Platinum Baton

Podium Spotlight

Maestro’s Circle 

Concertmaster’s Circle

Virtuoso’s Circle Composer’s Circle 

Partners in Education

Generously Supported By

Richard & Colleen 
Peddie

The Kuker Family

Faculty of Education

In-Kind Sponsors

The Glen & Carmel 
Mitchell Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. 
Douglas 
Paterson

Downtown Locations

The Morris & Beverly Baker Foundation

Bill & Lynn 
Baker

Kathleen
McCrone

Community Partners

Bill & Rochelle 
Tepperman

Gail & Don 
Rodzik

Assumption University

Dr. Vincent E. 
Georgie

Wendi and Bradley  
Eizenga Foundation Fund 

held at the WindsorEssex 
Community Foundation

Drs. Lillian and George Mok Memorial Fund 
held at the WindsorEssex Community Foundation

The Chandisherry Foundation
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WINDSOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

FREEFREE
EVENTSEVENTS

WINDSORSYMPHONY.COM
RICHARD & COLLEEN 

PEDDIE

Free music at a park near you!

JULY 10 • 7:00PMJULY 10 • 7:00PM

SUNSET® Amphitheatre, Leamington
Featuring the full Windsor Symphony Orchestra
Concert Sponsor:

JULY 11 • JULY 11 • 11:00PM:00PM
Ojibway Park, Windsor
Concert Sponsor:

JULY 11 • 7:00PMJULY 11 • 7:00PM

JULY 12 • 3:00PMJULY 12 • 3:00PM
King’s Navy Yard Park, Amherstburg
Concert Sponsors: Richard & Colleen Peddie

SPECIAL SUMMER PERFORMANCE!SPECIAL SUMMER PERFORMANCE!JULY 25 • 7:30PMJULY 25 • 7:30PM

Featuring the WSO Brass Quintet
Sculpture Garden, Windsor
Summer Concert by the Water Sponsor

Reaume Park, Windsor
Summer Concert by the Water Sponsor
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