
A prize winner at the 1993 Naumburg competition and a recipient 
of the 1996-97 Prix Opus, Yehonatan Berick is in high demand 

internationally as soloist, recitalist, chamber musician (on violin as 
well as on viola) and pedagogue. His busy concert schedule has 
already taken him throughout North America, Europe and Israel.

He has performed, among others, under Yoav Talmi, Mendi 
Rodan, Kees Baakels and Keith Lockhart, with the Quebec, Winni-
peg, Windsor, Grand Junction, Jerusalem and Haifa Symphonies, and 
the Israeli, Cincinnati, Montreal and Manitoba Chamber Orchestras, 
Thirteen Strings and Ensemble Appassionata. He has presented 
numerous recitals with such pianists as James Tocco, Louis Lortie, 
Stephen Prutsman and Michael Chertock, and collaborated in 
chamber music performances with David Soyer and Michael Tree of 
the Guarneri Quartet, cellists Peter Wiley, Stephen Isserlis and 
Yehuda Hanani, clarinetists Wolfgang Meyer and James Campbell, 
flutist Julius Baker and many others from a long list of internationally 
renowned artists.

Berick’s many festival and chamber series’ credits include Marlboro, 
Ravinia, Seattle, Vancouver, Ottawa, Jerusalem, El Paso, Maui, 

Domaine Forget (Canada), Great Lakes (Michigan), Close Encounters with Music (Great Barrington, MA), Leicester (U.K.), 
Moritzburg (Germany), Lapland (Sweden), Riihimaki (Finland), Strings in the Mountains (Colorado), Alpenglow (Colorado), 
Four seasons (N. Carolina), Agassiz (Winnipeg), Killington (Vermont) and Bowdoin (Maine). He is a member of the Los 
Angles Piano Quartet, the Boston-based Walden Chamber Players, and of the Quebec Chamber Music Society, of which he 
was co-artistic director. Touring as a chamber musician with Musicians from Marlboro, The Lortie-Berick-Lysy Piano Trio, 
the Huberman String Quartet, Concertante Chamber Players and other chamber ensembles, he has been featured in the 
world’s most important music centers: in Europe (London’s Wigmore Hall, Paris’s Musee du Louvre, Milan’s Sala Verdi), the 
US (New York’s Carnegie Hall and Metropolitan Museum, Washington’s Kennedy Center, Freer Gallery and the Phillips 
Collection) and Canada (Toronto’s Glenn Gould Studio and St. Lawrence Centre, North York’s Ford Centre and Quebec 
City’s Palais Montcalm).

On CD, Berick has recorded for the Centaur, Summit, Gasparo, Acoma, JMC and Helicon labels. His recording with the 
Amici ensemble, entitled Contrasts, has won rave reviews in the Canadian press. Other CD features include the Grand Concert 
for violin, piano and string quartet by Chausson; Chamber Music by Paul Ben Haim; The Impossible Dream by Gerhard Samuel; 
and Mordechai Seter’s unaccompanied violin sonata. Many of his concerts are broadcast on Radio and TV in Canada, Europe 
and Israel.

Prior to his appointment as Professor of Violin at the University of Michigan, Yehonatan Berick was on the faculties of 
McGill University and the Eastman School of Music. He has been invited as teacher and artist-in-residence at Bowdoin 
Music Festival (Maine), Killington Music Festival (Vermont), Keshet Eilon Mastercourse (Israel), Domaine Forget (Canada), 
The Beethoven Seminar (New York), and the JMC Young Players’ Unit (Israel). Wherever he performs, he is available for 
masterclasses.

Yehonatan Berick started his musical education at the age of six. Having graduated from high school at 16, he entered the 
Tel Aviv University’s Music Academy and completed his studies at the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of 
Cincinnati, earning a full tuition and a Summa cum Lauda. His principal violin teachers were Ilona Feher, Henry Meyer, Kurt 
Sassmanshauss, and Dorothy Delay. He had theory teachings with composer Sergiu Natra and attended master classes with 
such artists as Isaac Stern, Henryk Szeryng, Max Rostal and Josef Gingold. One of the brightest talents of Israel, Berick won 
several Clairemont Awards, and received yearly stipends from the America-Israel Cultural Foundation.

Yehonatan Berick performs on a 1852 Honore Derazy Pere violin, and a 2003 Stanley Kiernoziak viola.

Yehonatan Berick
Violin
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Critics call Jan Lisiecki an “aristocrat of the piano”, an 
”extraordinary talent” and praise him for  mature and 

“remarkably poetic and imaginatively executed playing”.
Jan Milosz Lisiecki was born on March 23, 1995 in 

Calgary, Canada, and has been studying piano since the age 
of five with Colleen Athparia and Glen Montgomery at the 
Mount Royal College Conservatory.

At age 14, Jan is already making a name for himself on 
the Canadian and international stage. He had his orchestral 
debut at the age of 9, and has since performed more than 35 
times with orchestras in Canada and internationally, includ-
ing the National Arts Centre Orchestra, L’Orchestre 
Symphonique de Québec, Minnesota Orchestra, and 
Sinfonia Varsovia, to name a few. Most recently, Jan 

performed the Beethoven Concerto No. 3 in c-minor under the baton of Pinchas Zukerman at the National Arts Centre in 
Ottawa to a full house and received a spontaneous standing ovation. He is booked to perform with orchestras and solo in the 
2009-10 and 2010-11 seasons.

Jan has played at Carnegie Hall, the Warsaw Philharmonic Concert Hall, Kaufman Hall, Salle Cortot and has shared the 
stage with Yo-Yo Ma, Pinchas Zukerman, James Ehnes, and Emanuel Ax. He has collaborated with the New Zealand String 
Quartet, Quatour Ebene, and James Campbell.

Jan has won a host of major Canadian music titles. In November 2009 he was awarded Grand Prize at the OSM Standard 
Life Competition (the youngest in history ). In 2008 he won the Grand Award in both the Canadian Music Competitions 
( June 2008) and the Canadian Music Festival (August 2008, as the youngest in history). Jan has been very successful in seven 
international competitions in the USA, Italy, England, and Japan.

Last summer (2008), Jan performed the Chopin F minor Concerto with Sinfonia Varsovia and was named the sensation of 
the prestigious festival “Chopin and His Europe” in Poland. On August 20, 2009, he returned to Warsaw performing the 
Chopin E minor Concerto with Howard Shelley conducting, and received glowing reviews and praise from critics. The concert 
was broadcast live by the Polish Radio 2.

On January 1st 2010, at midnight, Jan had the honor to open the Year of Chopin in Żelazowa Wola, Chopin’s birthplace in 
Poland. This event will mark the official beginning of the Chopin 200th Birthday celebrations across the world.

In 2009 Jan performed at six International Summer Music Festivals: Festival of the Sound, Brott Music Festival, Ottawa 
International Chamber Music Festival, Festival d’Auvers sur Oise, Festival de Musique de Menton, and the International 
Festival “Chopin and His Europe”. He has performed solo recitals in England, Scotland, France, Poland, USA, and Canada.

His performances have been broadcast nationally on both CBC Radio in Canada, French Television 3 and the Radio 2 and 
TV2 in Poland. Jan was featured in the CBC Next! Series on March 1, 2009, on Sunday Afternoon in Concert as one of the 
most promising young artists in Canada. Two of his recitals that were recorded by the CBC are available on “Concerts on 
Demand” website.

Jan performs frequently for various charity organizations, including the David Foster Foundation, the Polish Humanitarian 
Organization and the Wish Upon a Star Foundation. In June 2008 he was been appointed a National Youth Representative by 
UNICEF Canada.

He also played for many politicians and government representatives, including a recital at Rideau Hall for Her Excellency, 
The Governor General of Canada, Michaëlle Jean. In a letter to Jan, Her Excellency wrote: “You are an inspiration to children 
and adults across Canada.”

Also a composer, his work has won prizes at the National Finals of the Canada Music Week Writing Competition and in 
the CBC Mozart Variations Competition. Upon the school board’s recommendation Jan was accelerated four grades and is a 
student of Western Canada High School.

Jan Lisiecki
Piano
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Nathalie Choquette—The Comic Diva RETURNS! 
October 2 & 3, 2010	
Chrysler Theatre

John Morris Russell, Conductor
Natalie Choquette,* Comic Soprano	

Music Director John Morris Russell welcomes brilliant comic soprano 
Natalie Choquette back to the WSO stage for another evening of song, 
shtick and madcap operatic mayhem.		

Holiday Celebration
December 4 & 5, 2010
Chrysler Theatre

John Morris Russell, Conductor
WSO Chours, Jeffrey Walker, Chorusmaster

Celebrate the Season with the WSO’s annual Holiday Celebration.

Rita Chiarelli—Canada’s Queen of the Blues
January 22 & 23, 2011
Chrysler Theatre

John Morris Russell, Conductor
Rita Chiarelli,* Blues Singer & Guitarist

Uptown Goes Downtown with gifted storyteller, lyricist and master of 
poetic imagery, Rita Chiarelli, Canada’s Queen of the Blues. Nobody 
wails like Rita!

JMR’s Greatest Hits
February 26 & 27, 2011	
Chrysler Theatre

John Morris Russell, Conductor

A celebration of ten years of fun and frolic with Windsor’s favorite 
Maestro and a hundred fifty of his friends!

Bond, James Bond
April 9 & 10, 2011
Chrysler Theatre

John Morris Russell, Conductor

The Greatest Bond Film Scores...served shaken, not stirred.

*Canadian

p o p s



Thanksgiving Weekend, October 8 & 9, 2010
at the Capitol Theatre

Red Green
With Strings Attached	
John Morris Russell, Conductor
Steve Smith as Red Green
With special guests Morag Smith and Tom Dawson	

 
Canada’s oddest Handyman performs with the 
symphony. Self-penned campfire songs like 

“The Marshy Bog Jig” and “Don’t Lick a Toad” 
finally get the musical backing they deserve. 
Hear Red tell a fantastic story about Lodge life 
while every amazing plot twist is enhanced 
by full orchestral accompaniment a la Peter 
and the Wolf. Red shares his views on life, love 
and the pursuit of handiness while building 
an elaborate device out of doorbells, car horns 
and a whoopee cushion and then uses it as his 
featured solo instrument while playing with 
the orchestra.

With Special Guests:

Smith & Smith – The place where Red Green got his start. Steve and his wife Morag perform original 
songs and parodies with the orchestra, in the combination of music and comedy that earned them 
eight seasons on television.

The Fabulous Miromars – Add Tom Dawson, an Irish gospel singer with a deep baritone voice to the 
mix and we have tight three-part harmony to further enhance the music and comedy.

p o p s
s p e c i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e



Born in Tokyo to diplomat parents, Natalie  
Choquette is a multilingual soprano like no other. 

A magnificent voice that takes us under the skin of 
comically over-the-top divas, brilliantly blending opera 
and humour, laughter and emotion. She began to study 
singing at the age of 15 in Montreal and later on in 
Moscow. It was in 1993 that she decided to infuse her 
opera singing with her tremendous sense of humour. 
The formula proved to be magical and her first comic 
diva character, La Fettucini, garnered praise from 
critics and audiences alike.

In 1999 at the Montreal FrancoFolies, she attracted a 
crowd of more than 100,000. The same year, she took 
Europe by storm with the Night of the Proms tour, a 
rock and classical music extravaganza attracting no less 
than 300,000 fans. In 2000, Natalie Choquette was 
acclaimed on four continents, notably in France during 
six weeks at the Théâtre L’Européen in Paris. In 
January 2001, the audience at the prestigious Vienna 
Konzert Haus gave her a 20-minute ovation. Since 
2003, Natalie Choquette’s global tour continues at a 
frenzied pace. She has performed, among others, at the 
Zenith in Paris and in Belgium, in the most prestigious 
theatres. She has also made special guest appearances 
in the Roncalli Circus “Classics meets Circus” series in 
Germany. She has performed in Middle East, South 
America and in Asia, as well as in the United States 
and in several Latin American countries.

In her career, she launched over ten CDs and won 
many awards. She did a DVD “La Diva et le Maestro” 
with the MSO (Montreal Symphonic Orchestra) in 

collaboration with the famous Maestro Charles Dutoit! She also played in several films! Since her beginnings, more than 2 
million enthusiastic fans around the world have been won over by this exceptional Quebec performer.

Natalie Choquette
Comic Soprano

Pops – October 2 & 3, 2010



“Rita Chiarelli… a voice that can growl at her demons or soar with the angels, a gift for lyric, an ear for melody and the heart to 
combine them.” 

She is an accomplished singer-songwriter, a gifted vocalist and a skilled musician. Add to that a warm persona and a fine 
sense of humour and you have all the ingredients for an outstanding performer. Rita Chiarelli’s style defies definition. 

Although dubbed the goddess of Canadian blues by CBC’s Shelagh Rogers, Chiarelli is equally comfortable belting out the 
blues; delivering her original material, crooning an Italian folk song or wailing R&B or an Elvis Presley cover tune. At first 
listen it’s her voice—that three octave range—that garners all the attention! But Rita’s songwriting is also outstanding; three 
of her four JUNO nominations have been for albums consisting largely of original material.

An accomplished entertainer , Chiarelli has been performing since the age of fifteen. As Ronnie Hawkins (with whom  
she toured in the early days) noted… “once in a lifetime you hear a voice so blue it makes the angels weep.. that voice is Rita 
Chiarelli”. Beyond the blues arena, Chiarelli creates her own unique sound that is a blend of musical influences. Her songs 
shimmer with blues based rock undertones, jazz riffs, Cajun and country tinged melodies blended with a folk-roots flavour. 
Few can match the wide range of Chiarelli’s vocal stylings and the consistently solid lyrics she pens. Rita Chiarelli is a gifted 
storyteller, lyricist and master of poetic imagery.

After spending most of the 1980’s working in Italy, Chiarelli returned to Canada where “Have You Seen My Shoes” was 
featured in Bruce McDonald’s cult classic, the 1989 film Roadkill. Along with touring Canada, the USA and Europe during 
the 1990s, Rita Chiarelli released three albums on the Stony Plain and Northern Blues labels. Breakfast at Midnight was 
nominated for a JUNO in 2001. It, along with 1992’s Road Rockets, has just been re-released by Rita’s record company Mad 
Iris Records. Mad Iris also released the JUNO nominated No One to Blame in 2004 and Cuore... the Italian sessions in 2006. 
Cuore won Rita the 2007 Canadian Folk Music Award for best solo World Music act. As CBC radio’s Heather McLeod 
stated “I didn’t understand a word, but my heart understood every note. This album rings with love and respect for Chiarelli’s Italian 
heritage, and her skill as a singer and an artist. I couldn’t bear to pry it out of my CD player.”

Uptown Goes Downtown Tonight... Rita Chiarelli with the Thunder Bay Symphony Orchestra is Chiarelli’s most ambitious 
recording project to date. Eleven of her songs were arranged and charted for the symphony, recorded in November 2007 & 
released in March 2008. You may have heard Rita Chiarelli in concert, but you’ve never heard her with a back up band like 
this one!

Rita Chiarelli has a JUNO win and four nominations, and has won multiple Maple Blues Awards, Canadian Folk Music, 
and Toronto Independent Music awards. She is an honourary lifetime member of The Manitoba Blues Society, and the 2002 
recipient of CBC’s Great Canadian Blues Award. Her albums are distributed by Festival Distribution in Canada and 
Burnside Distribution in the USA. Chiarelli continues to tour incessantly, appearing at festivals and theatres across North 
America and throughout Europe. Rita Chiarelli is currently “road testing” her new original material which will be featured 
on the upcoming album Back to Blue.

Rita Chiarelli
Blues Singer & Guitarist

Pops – January 22 & 23, 2011



Steve Smith was born in Toronto, 
Ontario. Before turning to comedy, he 

studied engineering at the University of 
Waterloo and then worked a variety of jobs. 
In 1979, he began to produce, write, and 
star in Smith & Smith, a sketch comedy 
series with a cast of two: Smith and his 
wife, Morag Smith. The show was pro-
duced for Hamilton, Ontario’s CHCH 
and syndicated to other television stations 
in Canada.

In 1985, Smith decided to try a different 
format and created the family sitcom Me 

& Max. After just one season, however, Steve and Morag went back to sketch comedy, creating the new series The Comedy 
Mill, which ran for four years.

Between Comedy Mill and Red Green, Smith was writer of Offside, a sports comedy series for CTV, head writer for 
Global’s Laughing Matters, and writer of the TV pilot Out of Our Minds with David Steinberg. Uniquely enough, he wrote 
three episodes of CBS’ Top Cops series. Smith was in charge of development on the failed The Gordon Pinsent Show for CBC.

In 1991, Smith made one of his recurring characters, who had appeared on all three previous shows, into the star of a new 
series, The New Red Green Show. Red Green, an inept handyman whose answer to almost everything — including, in one 
episode, Quebec sovereigntism — is duct tape, proved to be not only one of the most enduring characters in Canadian 
television history, but one of the most lucrative and durable Canadian television exports as well. In all, 300 episodes of the 
series were produced. In 2002 the full-length movie Duct Tape Forever was produced.

Smith also writes a syndicated newspaper column as Red Green, distributed by Newspaper Enterprise Association. He 
currently hosts a show on Space called Steve Smith Playhouse. The concept is that a b-movie (such as The Giant Gila Monster 
or Plan 9 from Outer Space) is edited down to about twenty minutes, and the dialogue of only one character is replaced by 
Smith.

On February 17 2006, Steve Smith was made a Member of the Order of Canada. In 2009, as a public service announce-
ment by the Ontario Provincial Police and the Ontario Power Generation, Smith supplied his voice as a talking fish warning 
the dangers of illegal fishing near government hydro dams.

Steve Smith
Actor, Writer, Comedian

Pops Special – October 8 & 9, 2010



November 19, 20 & 21, 2010	
Assumption Chapel, Leamington & Tecumseh 

John Morris Russell, Conductor
Daniel Bolshoy,* Guitar

Antonio Vivaldi	 Guitar Concerto in D
Joaquín Rodrigo 	 Concierto de Aranjuez
Arcangelo Corelli	 Concerto Grosso 
Juan Crisóstomo Arriaga	 Symphony in D

December 17, 18 & 19, 2010
Assumption Chapel, Leamington & Amherstburg

John Morris Russell, Conductor
WSO Chorus, Jeffrey Walker, Chorusmaster

George Frideric Handel	 Messiah (excerpts)	

February 4, 5 & 6, 2011
Assumption Chapel, Leamington & Tecumseh

John Morris Russell, Conductor 
Anthony Bracewell,* Violin

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart	 Violin Concerto no. 3
Franz Joseph Haydn	 Symphony no. 93

March 25, 26 & 27, 2011
Assumption Chapel, Leamington & Tecumseh

John Morris Russell, Conductor
Konstantin Popović,* Violin

Silvestre Revueltas	 Ocho Por Radio
Béla Bartók	 Rumanian Folk Dances
Ludwig van Beethoven	 Romance no. 1 in G major
Ludwig van Beethoven	 Romance no. 2 in F major
Carl Nielsen	 Little Suite
Richard Wagner	 Siegfried Idyll

April 29, 2011
Assumption Chapel

Jeannette Sorrell, Conductor, Harpsichord

Marjan Mozetich*	 Postcards from the Sky
J.S. Bach	 Brandenburg Concerto no. 3

*Canadian

i n t i m at e  c l a s s i c s



Daniel Bolshoy has performed in every major centre in Canada, establishing him as the country’s most visible concert 
guitarist. He is regularly praised for his friendly and informative spoken introductions, and progressive programming of 

solo and chamber music. He is committed to bringing the guitar to the attention of audiences everywhere, from prestigious 
international concert stages to remote villages and house-concerts.

Mr. Bolshoy has performed for many prestigious festivals including the International Music Festival in Macao, The Abbey 
Bach Festival in Oregon, the Ottawa and the Vancouver International Chamber Music Festivals, the Guitar-Gems Interna-
tional Guitar Festival in Israel, the Halifax Guitar Festival, the Indian River Music Festival, the Elora Festival, the Guelph 
Spring Festival, the Westben Arts Festival, the Festival des arts Boré-Art, and more. He has toured under the auspices of 
Prairie Debut, Debut Atlantic, Jeunesses Musicales du Canada and Musique Royale; and has performed for the Début Series 
in Montreal, Vancouver and the CBC/NAC Début series in Ottawa. Concerts in the United States include a tour for Live 
on Stage and numerous appearances at music festivals and universities.

Mr. Bolshoy’s recitals are frequently broadcast on CBC Radio, and he has also appeared in two documentary films for the 
Bravo! (TV) series The Classical Now.

Among recent orchestral appearances are concertos by Rodrigo, Ponce, Kernis, and Castelnuovo-Tedesco with interna-
tional orchestras: The Mexico City Philharmonic, the Toronto Philharmonia, the Edmonton Symphony, the Calgary 
Philharmonic, The Kamloops Symphony, the New Mexico Symphony, the Vancouver Philharmonic, the Peterborough 
Symphony, the Huntsville festival, the Red Deer Symphony, the Symphony of the Kootenays, the Oakville Symphony the 
Etobicoke Philharmonic, the Beer Sheva Symphoniette (Israel), the Manitoba and Ottawa Chamber Orchestras. He has 
been invited to the jury of the Tabula Rasa Guitar Competition as well as concerto soloist in Ponce’s Concierto del Sur in an 
upcoming tour of Russia.

Daniel Bolshoy appears on four commercial CD recordings: Resonance, España (Boldan Music), McGillicuddy’s Rant 
(Centaur Classics), and as guest artist on Isabel Bayrakdarian’s latest album Tango Notturno (CBC Records).

Mr. Bolshoy teaches guitar at Concordia University in Montreal and regularly offers masterclasses to guitar societies and 
educational institutions internationally. He frequently performs outreach and educational concerts for young people. Daniel 
Bolshoy continues to perform solo and chamber music recitals in Canada’s most prestigious venues, including the Glenn 
Gould Studio, the Toronto Centre for the Performing Arts, the National Art Centre, and Vancouver’s Chan Centre.

Daniel Bolshoy is a D’Addario Gold Performing Artist, he performs on D’Addario Strings.

Daniel Bolshoy
Guitar

Intimate Classics – November 19, 20 & 21, 2010



Violinist Anthony Bracewell began his violin studies at the age of 5 and won his first competition at age 6. Now at age 17 
he has already been internationally successful and shows great promise as a musician.

Anthony has been a prizewinner both as a soloist and a chamber musician, most recently winning the gold at the St. Paul 
National String Quartet Competition as a member of the Viaggio String Quartet. As a soloist he has won the top prize at 
both the Chatham and the Windsor Kiwanis Music Festivals and he is also a two time winner of the Detroit Symphony 
Civic Ensembles Concerto Competition. An avid chamber musician, Anthony has studied with members of the Cleveland, 
Guarneri and Cavani Quartets. 

Anthony is the concertmaster of the Detroit Symphony Civic Orchestra and has had opportunity to work with such 
renowned conductors as Hugh Wolff, Sir Andrew Davis, Mark Wigglesworth, Peter Oundjian, Neeme Jarvi, Leonard 
Slatkin and John Morris Russell. Anthony has also soloed with the Windsor Symphony Orchestra, the Detroit Symphony 
Civic Philharmonic Orchestra and numerous chamber ensembles. Anthony has participated in many summer festivals, and 
his last three summers have been spent at the Meadowmount School of Music in New York. 

Anthony is a recipient of a  $10,000 Jack Kent Cooke Young Artist award and appeared on the show “From the Top” 
which is aired nationally on NPR. Anthony studies with Lillian Scheirich, concertmaster of the Windsor Symphony 
Orchestra, and with Paul Kantor at the Cleveland Institute of Music. Anthony is a recipient of the Dorothy Richard Starling 
award at the Cleveland Institute of Music, a full tuition scholarship, and began his studies in the fall of 2009.

Anthony Bracewell performs on an 1861 Luigi Fabris violin on loan to him from the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 
Anthony would like to thank his teacher, Lillian Scheirich, for all the hard work she has done, the dedication she has shown, 
and all the belief she has had in him over the last six years. He is eternally grateful for the lifelong love of music that she has 
instilled in him, and wants to her to know he will take it with him wherever he goes. She has been the most amazing teacher 
he could have ever hoped for.

Anthony Bracewell
Violin

Intimate Classics – FEBRUARY 4, 5 & 6, 2011



Konstantin Popović began his violin studies at the 
tender age of five in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. A few 

months later, he was acknowledged as the most 
promising beginner violinist by the members of the 
board of education for strings. This recognition led to a 
performance on a national television program, about 
the history of violin music.

Parallel to his achievements in violin, at the age of 
seven, Konstantin was appointed vocal soloist in a 
renowned youth choir “Drinka Pavlovic”. This choir was 
frequently broadcast on radio and television and also 
created three separate recordings featuring Konstantin 
as a vocal soloist.

At the age of seventeen Konstantin graduated from a 
music high school in Belgrade having accumulated 
numerous awards at the highest national violin compe-
tition. Konstantin studied violin with Vlada Bobic in 
Belgrade. Shortly after graduation, Konstantin immi-
grated to Toronto, Canada where he continued his 
studies at the University of Toronto in the music 
performance department under Leo Wigdorchik.

After graduating from University of Toronto, he 
extended his orchestral studies as a member of the 
National Youth Orchestra of Canada and National 
Academy Orchestra. As a member of the National 
Youth Orchestra, he toured most major Canadian cities, 
numerous countries in Europe and Asia. 

In 2000, Konstantin became the Assistant Concert-
master of Windsor Symphony Orchestra. The same 
year, he also won an equivalent position in Sinfonia 
Toronto, a string orchestra comprised of fourteen 

members. He performs chamber music with Wellington Music, the group that he started in 1997 and with First Generation 
Entertainment, a Greek ethnic music orchestra.

Konstantin has been featured as a violin soloist on numerous tracks of Kosta Arnakouros’ instrumental CD Mediterranean 
Rendezvous released in 2004. He recently finished studio work for composer-arranger Charles Cozens of Somerset Enter-
tainment and will be featured as a first violinist of a string quartet on that recording. As a soloist Konstantin has had the 
honor of collaborating with conductors such as Giuseppe Lanzetta, Nurhan Arman, Peter Wiebe, Charles Greenwell, Ivars 
Taurins, Janez Govednik, Mark Skazinetsky, Fabio Mastrangelo and Maestro John Morris Russell.

Of all his achievements Mr. Popović puts most value on the arrival of his son Dimitri and daughter Tatiana. His never 
ending debt for encouragement goes to his parents and his brother. Finally his immeasurable gratitude for inspiration and 
support of “a not so starving” musician goes to his wife Dawn.

Konstantin Popović
Violin

Intimate Classics – March 25, 26 & 27, 2011



Jeannette Sorrell, critically acclaimed for her fresh and lively 
approach to baroque music, brings to the stage an unusual 

background as both orchestral conductor and early music 
performer. As a harpsichordist, she studied with Lisa  
Crawford and Gustav Leonhardt, and took the First Prize in 
the Baroque Music Competition in 1989 (a North American 
Competition for early music performers.) She went on to win 
both the First Prize and the Audience Choice Award in the 
Spivey International Harpsichord Competition in 1991 
(competing against over 70 contestants from Europe, Japan, 
North America, and the Soviet Union.) Upon receiving an 
Artist Diploma in harpsichord from Oberlin Conservatory  
in 1990, she was immediately invited to join the faculty of the 
Oberlin Baroque Performance Institute, where she taught 
from 1990 to 1994. As a recitalist she has performed  
throughout the USA as well as France and the Netherlands. 
Most recently she appeared as concerto soloist with the Ohio 
Chamber Orchestra at Severance Hall.

As a conductor, Jeannette Sorrell studied at the Tanglewood 
Music Festival and the Aspen Music Festival, where she was a 
conducting fellow in 1990. At Tanglewood she studied under 
Roger Norrington and Leonard Bernstein. Her performance 

of Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony with the Oberlin Conservatory Orchestra in 1990 was selected and broadcast  
by National Public Radio as one of the “outstanding performances of the year.” Her 1997 benefit performance of the  
Mozart Requiem with members of the Cleveland Orchestra was met with a standing ovation and critical acclaim. Guest 
conducting engagements this season include the Handel & Haydn Society in Boston.

Jeannette Sorrell is Music Director of Apollo’s Fire, The Cleveland Baroque Orchestra, which she founded in 1992. With 
Apollo’s Fire she tours throughout North America, records for Eclectra records, and has been featured on numerous national 
and international broadcasts by National Public Radio, European Community Radio, and the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation.

Jeannette Sorrell’s recordings include Georg Frideric Handel’s Messiah, Monteverdi’s Vespers, Noels and Carols from the  
Olde World, J.S. Bach’s St. John Passion (BWV 245) (sung in English), the complete Brandenburg concerti, and Monteverdi’s 
L’Orfeo (sung in English). Her 1999 recording of Monteverdi’s Vespers with Apollo’s Fire was hailed as “a stunning  
achievement; far superior to William Christi’s version and other recent versions” by Fanfare magazine.

Jeannette Sorrell is the winner of the 1994 Erin Body Award, given annually to the outstanding young performer in  
early music. Together with Apollo’s Fire, she is the recipient of the 1995 Noah Green berg Award from the American  
Musicological Society, given for the outstanding scholarly and artistic projet. She was also the recipient of a prestigious 
National Merit Scholarship in 1982.

Jeannette Sorrell
Conductor, Harpsichord
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